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YOUTH  ARRESTS 

IN  MONTANA 

1991 

BACKGROUND-THE  DATA  AND  ASSUMPTIONS 

The  Montana  Unifornn  Crime  Reporting  (MUCR)  Progrann 
collects  basic  statistical  information  on  each  criminal 
incident  reported  to  local  law  enforcement  and  each  arrest 
made  by  them.  This  information  is  compiled  to  produce 
national,  state  and  local  crime  statistics.  The  program  is 
voluntary,  but  87%  of  the  sheriff's  offices  and  local  police 
departments  participate  in  it  by  submitting  data  monthly. 
These  departments  provide  service  to  an  estimated  91  %  of 
the  state's  population.  Nationally,  78%  of  the  U.S. 
population  is  covered  by  law  enforcement  agencies 
submitting  UCR  data  to  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation. 

MUCR  and  FBI  UCR  arrest  statistics  represent  the  number 
of  arrests  by  local  law  enforcement  agencies,  not  the 
number  of  individuals  arrested  nor  the  number  of  crimes 
committed.  The  number  of  arrests  are  not  equivalent  to  the 
number  of  people  arrested  because  an  unknown  number  of 
people  are  arrested  more  than  once  for  different  crimes  in 
a  single  year.  In  addition,  a  single  person  may  be  charged 
with  more  than  on  offense  when  arrested.  Similarly,  MUCR 
arrest  statistics  do  not  represent  an  exact  count  of  crimes 
committed  by  the  individuals  arrested  because  a  single 
crime  may  result  in  the  arrest  of  more  than  one  person.  In 
addition,  only  22%  of  the  crimes  reported  to  law 
enforcement  result  in  the  crime  being  "solved"  by  someone 
being  arrested. 


ARRESTS 

Young  people  accounted  for  31.6  percent  of  all  arrests 
made  by  local  law  enforcement  authorities  in  Montana  in 
1991.  This  is  almost  twice  the  national  average.  Across 
the  country,  16  percent  of  the  1990  arrests  involved 
juveniles. 

Montana  juveniles  are  involved  in  19%  of  the  arrests  for 
violent  crimes  (Nationally--15%)  and  in  48%  of  the  major 
property  crimes  {Nationally--32%). 

As  in  national  statistics,  the  relative  involvement  of  youth 
varies  greatly  with  offense  category.  These  differences  are 
shown  in  Table  1 .  Nationally,  young  people  account  for 
more  than  30  percent  of  all  arrests  for  arson,  motor  vehicle 
theft,  vandalism  and  burglary.  In  Montana,  juveniles  were 
responsible  for  large  proportions  of  arrests  for  these 
offenses.  As  shown  in  Figure  1,  however,  the  estimated 
percentages  differed  significantly  from  the  national  figures. 
In  Montana,  more  than  30  percent  of  the  arrests  for  larceny 
and  for  liquor  law  violations  involved  juveniles. 

Nationally,  juveniles  are  seldom  arrested  for  drug  abuse  and 
driving  under  the  influence.  ("Seldom"  means  that  they 
account  for  less  than  ten  percent  of  the  arrests.)  Similar 
statistics  are  reported  in  Montana.  Nine  percent  of  the  drug 
arrests  in  Montana  involved  juveniles  (Nationally--7%). 
They  were  also  responsible  for  two  percent  of  the  DUI 
arrests  in  Montana  made  by  local  law  enforcement 
(Nationally--1  %).  Montana's  DUI  statistics  may  be 
misleading,  however,  because  more  than  one-fourth  of  the 
total  arrests  in  Montana  are  made  by  the  Montana  Highway 
Patrol  which  does  not  participate  in  the  MUCR  system. 

Seventy-one  percent  of  the  young  persons  arrested  in  the 
United  States  in  1990  were  white,  26%  were  black  and  3 
percent  were  from  other  races.    In  Montana,  the  largest 


TABLE  1 

THE  ESTIMATED  PERCENTAGE  OF  ARRESTS 

IN  MONTANA  AND  IN  THE  NATION 

WHICH  INVOLVE  YOUTHS  UNDER  18 

BY  TYPE  OF  CRIME 


NUMBER 

% 

% 

MONTANA 

MONTANA 

NATIONAL 

YOUTH 

YOUTH 

YOUTH 

OFFFNSE  CHARGED 

(1991) 

(1991) 

(1990) 

HOMICIDE 

1 

5.0 

14 

FORCIBLE  RAPE 

13 

22.4 

15 

ROBBERY 

7 

14.6 

24 

AGGRAVATED  ASSAULT 

80 

20.2 

14 

BURGLARY 

370 

53.5 

33 

LARCENY  (THEFT) 

2503 

45.9 

30 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  THEFT 

299 

62.7 

43 

SIMPLE  ASSAULT 

451 

15.0 

15 

ARSON 

31 

58.5 

44 

FORGERY  &  COUNTERFEITING 

64 

26.7 

9 

FRAUD 

67 

13.0 

3 

EMBEZZLEMENT 

0 

0 

7 

STOLEN  PROPERTY 

28 

36.4 

26 

VANDALISM 

935 

49.2 

40 

WEAPONS 

59 

33.0 

18 

PROSTITUTION 

3 

18.8 

1 

SEX  OFFENSES 

58 

23.3 

16 

DRUG  ABUSE  VIOLATIONS 

113 

9.2 

7 

GAMBLING 

0 

0 

5 

OFFENSES  AGAINST  FAMILY 

20 

18.0 

4 

DRIVING  UNDER  THE  INFLUENCE         1 1 3 

2.0 

1 

LIOUOR  LAWS 

2136 

38.6 

22 

DISORDERLY  CONDUCT 

551 

18.7 

17 

ALL  OTHER--EXCEPT  TRAFFIC 

735 

30.1 

10 

CURFEW 

845 

94.7 

100 

RUNAWAYS 

992 

97.4 

100 

VIOLENT  CRIMES 

101 

19.3 

16 

PROPERTY  CRIMES 

3172 

47.9 

32 

INDEX  CRIMES 

3273 

45.8 

28 

ALL  CRIMES 

10474 

31.6 

16 

minority  are  Native  Americans.  There  are  relative  few 
Blacks.  Table  2  shows  the  distribution  of  juvenile  arrests 
by  race  compared  with  national  figures.  Overall,  young 
Native  Americans  make  up  13  percent  of  the  juvenile 
arrests-approximately  3  times  the  proportion  of  the  state's 
population  which  they  represent.  Across  offense  category, 
the  proportion  of  juveniles  arrested  who  are  Native 
Americans  is  relatively  stable.  They  account  for  twelve 
percent  of  the  juveniles  arrested  for  violent  crimes  and  1 4% 
of  those  arrested  for  major  property  crimes. 


Table  2 

Racial  Distributions  of  Arrests  Involving  Persons  under  18 

(Montana  1991  vs.  U  S  1990) 

Percent  of  Youthful  Arrests 


Offense  Charged 

United  States 

Montana 

White 

Black 

White 

Indians 

Violent  Crimes 

48 

50 

80.1 

11.8 

Property  Crimes 

72 

25 

80.1 

13.9 

Index  Crimes 

68 

29 

80.7 

13.8 

All  Crimes 

71 

26 

81.1 

13.4 

Population 

80 

16 

94.0 

4.8 

Seventy-seven  percent  of  young  persons  arrested  in  the 
United  States  in  1990  were  male,  and  23  percent  were 
female.  In  contrast,  similar  statistics  for  Montana  show  a 
70/30  distribution.  Montana  statistics  also  show  that 
females  were  involved  in  17%  of  the  arrests  for  violent 
crimes  {12%--Nationally)  and  26%  of  the  arrests  for 
property  crimes  (22%--Nationally)  in  which  a  juvenile  was 
arrested. 


As  one  would  expect,  males  in  Montana  were  charged  in 
100%  of  the  youth  arrests  for  forcible  rape  (98%-- 
Nationally).  There,  however,  were  only  13  juvenile  arrests 
made  for  rape  in  the  state  in  1991.  Other  offenses  with 
about  90%  arrests  include  Burglary  (89%-Montana  vs. 
92%~Nationally),  sex  offenses  (95%-Montana  vs.  93%- 
Nationally),  and  Arson  (90%-Montana  vs.  91%-- 
Nationally).  The  only  offense  for  which  females  constituted 
more  than  50%  of  the  arrests  was  for  running  away.  (58%- 
-Montana  vs.  56%  Nationally). 

Significant  differences  in  the  gender  distribution  of  juvenile 
arrests  appear  in  a  few  offenses.  Montana  1991  arrests 
indicate  a  higher  proportion  of  young  females  arrested  for 
unspecified  "other"  crimes  (31%  in  Montana  vs.  21% 
Nationally),  fraud  (39%  in  Montana  vs.  30%  Nationally), 
curfew  violations  (36%  in  Montana  vs.  28%  Nationally), 
and  liquor  law  violations  (36%  in  Montana  vs.  28% 
nationally). 

In  Montana,  the  proportion  of  juvenile  arrests  differs  among 
the  various  law  enforcement  agencies  in  the  state.  A 
significant  difference  exists  between  the  two  major  types 
of  agencies-Sheriff's  Offices  and  Community  Police 
Departments.  Thirty-six  percent  of  the  arrests  made  by 
police  departments  involve  a  person  under  1 8  years  of  age. 
In  contrast,  22%  of  the  sheriff's  offices  arrests  have  to  do 
with  young  people. 


CLEARANCES 

A  reported  crime  is  cleared  when  at  least  one  individual  is 
arrested  for  the  act.  Nationally,  it  is  reported  that  the 
proportion  of  youths  arrested  is  consistently  higher  than  the 
proportion  of  crimes  cleared  by  arrest.  For  example, 
juveniles  are  involved  in  1 9%  of  the  index  crimes  which  are 
cleared  and  in  26%  of  the  arrests  for  these  crimes. 


It  is  argued  that  part  of  the  reason  for  this  phenomenon  is 
that  young  people  are  less  experienced  than  adults  and  thus 
are  more  likely  to  be  apprehended  for  the  crimes  they 
commit.  Furthermore, young  people  seem  to  be  more  likely 
than  adults  to  commit  crimes  in  concert  with  others. 

Table  3  shows  the  Montana  1991  statistics  which  compare 
proportions  of  arrests  and  offenses  cleared  involving  youth. 

Table  3 
Proportion  of  Arrests  and  Cleared  Offenses  involving 

Youth 
Montana--1991 


Arrests 


Cleared  Offenses 


% 

% 

Type  of  Crime 

% 

Youth 

Youth/Adult 

Youth 

Involved 

Involvement 

Index  Crimes 

43.3 

36.7 

11.2 

Violent  Crimes 

10.9 

15.6 

11.4 

Property  Crimes 

47.9 

38.4 

11.1 

All  Crimes 

31.6% 

27.4 

14.6 

The  major  difference  between  the  state  and  national  figures 
can  be  found  in  the  clearance  rates  for  violent  crimes  which 
involve  youth.  Actually,  a  greater  proportion  of  the  violent 
crimes  in  Montana  which  are  cleared  involve  juveniles 
(15.6%)  than  the  proportion  of  arrests  involving  juveniles 
for  violent  crimes  (10.9).  Nationally  the  figures  are  1 1  % 
and  16%  respectively.  This  seems  to  be  a  statistical 
anomaly  due  to  small  number  of  violent  crimes  found  in 
Montana. 


They  last  column  in  Table  3  indicates  the  proportion  of 
cases  cleared  in  Montana  in  which  both  juveniles  and  adults 


were  arrested.  In  the  more  serious  violent  and  property 
crimes  juveniles  seem  to  be  involved  in  the  commission  of 
the  crime  about  ten  percent  of  the  time.  This  involvement 
is  higher  for  all  crimes  because  many  18  and  19  year  olds 
are  arrested  with  juveniles  in  "beer  busts". 

Police  Disposition  of  Juvenile  Arrests 

Nationally,  three  out  of  every  10  juveniles  arrested  are 
handled  within  the  law  enforcement  department  and  then 
released.  Sixty-four  percent  are  referred  to  the  juvenile 
courts  for  disposition.  These  statistics,  however,  vary  from 
state  to  state. 

In  Montana,  comparable  data  exists  only  for  1990.  In 
1990,  76.8%  of  the  juvenile  arrests  were  turned  over  to 
juvenile  authorities;  17.4%,  were  handled  by  the 
department  and  the  juveniles  were  released  to  their  parents; 
and  4.6%  were  referred  to  other  agencies  (including 
welfare  agencies  and  adult  courts). 

REFERENCES 

Snyder,  Howard  N.  Arrests  of  Youth  1 990  OJJDP  Update 
on  Statistics.  U  S  Department  of  Justice  Office  of  Justice 
Programs  Office  of  Juvenile  Justice  and  Delinquency 
Prevention.   January  1992. 

Annual  Report.  Crime  in  Montana  1991  Montana  Board  of 
Crime  Control.  June  1992. 


TABLE  A-1 

RACIAL  DISTRIBUTION  OF  ARRESTS 

IN  MONTANA  AND  IN  THE  NATION 

INVOLVING  PERSONS  UNDER  AGE  18 

BY  TYPE  OF  CRIME 


% 

% 

% 

INDIAN 

WHITE 

WHITE 

MONTANA 

MONTANA 

NATIONAL 

YOUTH 

YOUTH 

YOUTH 

OFFENSE  CHARGED 

11991) 

(1991) 

(1990) 

HOMICIDE 

0.0 

100.0 

39. 

FORCIBLE  RAPE 

7.7 

84.6 

53. 

ROBBERY 

14.3 

71.4 

36. 

AGGRAVATED  ASSAULT 

12.5 

80.0 

56. 

BURGLARY 

19.2 

74.9 

75. 

LARCENY  (THEFT) 

12.6 

82.0 

73. 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  THEFT 

18.4 

76.6 

59. 

SIMPLE  ASSAULT 

16.4 

75.4 

62. 

ARSON 

0.0 

3.9 

81. 

FORGERY  &  COUNTERFEITING 

7.8 

90.6 

76. 

FRAUD 

13.4 

76.1 

60. 

EMBEZZLEMENT 

— 

— 

67. 

STOLEN  PROPERTY 

3.6 

96.4 

57. 

VANDALISM 

8.2 

88.8 

81. 

WEAPONS 

6.8 

84.7 

62. 

PROSTITUTION 

0.0 

33.3 

66. 

SEX  OFFENSES 

12.1 

86.2 

72. 

DRUG  ABUSE  VIOLATIONS 

8.8 

86.7 

50. 

GAMBLING 

— 

20. 

OFFENSES  AGAINST  FAMILY 

5.0 

70.0 

76. 

DRIVING  UNDER  THE  INFLUENCE 

10.6 

86.7 

94. 

LIQUOR  LAWS 

10.3 

86.2 

93. 

DISORDERLY  CONDUCT 

17.1 

77.0 

67. 

ALL  OTHER--EXCEPT  TRAFFIC 

14.1 

80.0 

70. 

CURFEW 

20.2 

71.1 

79. 

RUNAWAYS 

16.3 

76.6 

80. 

VIOLENT  CRIMES 

11.9 

80.2 

48. 

PROPERTY  CRIMES 

13.9 

80.7 

72. 

INDEX  CRIMES 

13.8 

80.7 

68. 

ALL  CRIMES 

13.4 

81.1 

71. 

TABLE  A-2 

GENDER  DISTRIBUTION  OF  ARRESTS 

IN  MONTANA  AND  IN  THE  NATION 

INVOLVING  PERSONS  UNDER  AGE  18 

BY  TYPE  OF  CRIME 


% 

% 

MALE 

MALE 

MONTANA 

NATIONAL 

YOUTH 

YOUTH 

OFFENSE  CHARGE 

(1991) 

(1990) 

HOMICIDE 

100.0 

95. 

FORCIBLE  RAPE 

100.0 

98. 

ROBBERY 

85.7 

92. 

AGGRAVATED  ASSAULT 

78.8 

85. 

BURGLARY 

89.5 

92. 

LARCENY  (THEFT) 

70.9 

72. 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  THEFT 

78.9 

89. 

SIMPLE  ASSAULT 

78.3 

77. 

ARSON 

90.3 

91. 

FORGERY  &  COUNTERFEITING 

57.8 

67. 

FRAUD 

61.2 

70. 

EMBEZZLEMENT 

-— 

62. 

STOLEN  PROPERTY 

89.3 

90. 

VANDALISM 

87.8 

92. 

WEAPONS 

89.8 

94. 

PROSTITUTION 

0.0 

46. 

SEX  OFFENSES 

94.8 

93. 

DRUG  ABUSE  VIOLATIONS 

85.0 

89. 

GAMBLING 

.... 

95. 

OFFENSES  AGAINST  FAMILY 

50.0 

65. 

DRIVING  UNDER  THE  INFLUEN 

83.2 

86. 

LIQUOR  LAWS 

64.3 

72. 

DISORDERLY  CONDUCT 

76.0 

79. 

ALL  OTHER--EXCEPT  TRAFFIC 

68.2 

79. 

CURFEW 

63.8 

72 

RUNAWAYS 

41.9 

44 

VIOLENT  CRIMES 

82.2 

88 

PROPERTY  CRIMES 

73.9 

78 

INDEX  CRIMES 

74.1 

80 

ALL  CRIMES 

69.6 

77 

TABLE  A-3 

THE  PERCENTAGES  OF  1991  ARRESTS 

OF  LOCAL  POLICE  DEPARTMENTS  IN  MONTANA 

WHICH  INVOLVE  YOUTHS  UNDER  18 


ORI  NAME 

%  YOUTH 

BAKER 

0.0 

BELGRADE 

28.4 

BILLINGS 

31.3 

COLUMBIA  FALLS 

35.7 

CONRAD 

47.7 

DEER  LODGE 

3.57 

DILLON 

36.1 

EUREKA 

66.6 

FORT  BENTON 

50.9 

GLASGOW 

43.7 

GLENDIVE 

44.6 

GREAT  FALLS 

46.2 

HAMILTON 

38.9 

HAVRE 

46.4 

HELENA 

33.0 

KALISPELL 

31.1 

LAUREL 

52.8 

LEWISTOWN 

32.5 

LIVINGSTON 

30.3 

MANHAI  IAN 

16.7 

MILES  CITY 

25.0 

MISSOULA  CITY 

31.0 

PLENTYWOOD 

10.4 

POLSON 

29.5 

RED  LODGE 

49.2 

RONAN 

32.1 

SIDNEY 

43.8 

ST.  IGNATIUS 

25.0 

THOMPSON  FALLS 

37.5 

THREE  FORKS 

33.3 

WEST  YELLOWSTONE 

3.6 

WHITEFISH 

43.7 

WIBAUX  CITY 

0.0 

TOTAL  35.9% 


TABLE  A-4 

THE  PERCENTAGES  OF  1991  ARRESTS 

OF  SHERIFF'S  OFFICES  IN  MONTANA 

WHICH  INVOLVE  YOUTHS  UNDER  18 

SHERIFF                             MUCR  % 

OFFICE PARTICIPANT YOUIH 


33.8 
12.1 


BEAVERHEAD 

BIG  HORN 

BLAINE  NO 

BROADWATER 

CARBON 

CARTER 

CASCADE  NO 

CHOUTEAU 

CUSTER 

DANIELS 

DAWSON  NO 

DEER  LODGE 

FALLON 

FERGUS  NO 

FLATHEAD  NO*  0.0 

GALLATIN 

GARFIELD  NO 

GLACIER  NO 

GOLDEN  VALLEY  ^".0 

GRANITE 

HILL 

JEFFERSON 

JUDITH  BASIN  NO 

LEWIS  &  CLARK  ^^-^ 

LIBERTY  NO 

LINCOLN 

MADISON 

MCCONE 

MEAGHER  NO 

MINERAL 

MISSOULA 

MUSSELSHELL 

PARK 

PETROLEUM  NO 

PHILLIPS 


53.1 
21.4 
66.7 

1.2 
9.1 
0.0 

35.7 
11.8 


9.9 


16.8 

31.1 

1.4 

22.5 


20.6 

28.5 

0.0 

67.8 
5.9 

34.4 
6.3 

38.1 


TABLE  A-4  (Continued) 

THE  PERCENTAGES  OF  1991  ARRESTS 

OF  SHERIFF'S  OFFICES  IN  MONTANA 

WHICH  INVOLVE  YOUTHS  UNDER  18 


SHERIFF                             MUCR 

% 

OFFICE                       PARTICIPANT                        YOUTH 

PONDERA 

12.5 

POWDER  RIVER 

11.6 

POWELL 

26.1 

PRAIRIE 

0.0 

RAVALLI 

45.3 

RICHLAND 

31.0 

ROOSEVELT 

17.1 

ROSEBUD 

11.1 

SANDERS 

30.6 

SHERIDAN 

0.0 

SILVER  BOW 

4.3 

STILLWATER 

0.0 

SWEET  GRASS 

14.5 

TETON 

18.0 

TOOLE 

27.0 

TREASURE 

42.9 

VALLEY 

0.0 

WHEATLAND 

0.0 

WIBAUX 

0.0 

YELLOWSTONE 

18.6 

TOTAL  21.7% 

*  Flathead  County  Sheriff's  Office  Participates  in  the  MUCR  Program, 
but  does  not  submit  arrest  information  of  persons  under  the  age  of  1 8. 
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